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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement filed 9/8/2006 fails to comply with 37 CFR 
1 .98(a)(1 ), which requires the following: (1 ) a list of all patents, publications, 
applications, or other information submitted for consideration by the Office; (2) U.S. 
patents and U.S. patent application publications listed in a section separately from 
citations of other documents; (3) the application number of the application in which the 
information disclosure statement is being submitted on each page of the list; (4) a 
column that provides a blank space next to each document to be considered, for the 
examiner's initials; and (5) a heading that clearly indicates that the list is an information 
disclosure statement. The information disclosure statement has been placed in the 
application file, but the information referred to therein has not been considered. The list 
page of the IDS is not present. 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it should be presented on a 
separate sheet of paper. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 
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The abstract of the disclosure does not commence on a separate sheet in 
accordance with 37 CFR 1 .52(b)(4). A new abstract of the disclosure is required and 
must be presented on a separate sheet, apart from any other text. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being clearly anticipated by 
Beyaert US patent 6,009,918. 

Beyaert '918 discloses, a power loom harness fitted with an upper and a lower 
rail arranged to hold heddles. 

"The harness 1 shown schematically in FIG. 1 includes two side struts 2, 3 
connected by cross-braces 4 and 5. A rail 6, 7 is affixed by fasteners 8 and 
screws 9 (also see FIGS. 10, 11) at predetermined spacings at each cross-brace 
4, 5. Heddles 10 are mounted between the rails 6 and 7." 

"The upper rail 6 includes an upper drive surface 15 associated with a 
mating surface of the eyes 1 3 of the heddles 1 0. The rail 6 furthermore 
includes a lower drive surface 16 which is also associated with a mating 
surface of the eyes 1 3 of the heddles 10. A strip-shaped inset 35 is mounted 
between the lower drive surface 16 and its associated mating surface of the 
eyes 13 of the heddles 10 and determines the play by which the heddles 10 may 



Application/Control Number: 10/561,846 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3765 

shift relative to the upper rail 6 during the up and down motions of the 

harness. The strip inset 35 runs over substantially the full length of the 

rail 6 and preferably is made of plastic, for instance a polyamide. The strip 

inset 35 limits the possible play to 1 mm or less. Because a lateral play also 

is present in the eyes 13 relative to the rail 6 and further relative to the 

strip inset 35, the heddles 10 are very easily shifted on the rail 6. A play 

is present between the top sides and the bottom sides of the lower rail 7 and 

the eye 14, and this latter play is substantially larger than that between the 

upper rail 6 and the strip 35 relative to the eyes 13." The rail 6 corresponds to the 

recited frame stave and the drive surface 16 equates to the 'carrier body'. The strip 

shaped inset 35 equates to the recited 'damping element'. The inset 35 is clearly 

shown and described as a separate member that is mounted onto the drive surface 16 

and fills the heddle eye (which is taught as well known to have various shapes) to limit 

the play in all directions to a desirable amount. 

The inset 35 clearly discloses the limitations in claims 1-8. 

The inset is disclosed as being made from polyamide plastic material or in 
another embodiment is inflatable. Clearly disclosing limitations of claims 9 and 10. 

Figure 1 1 shows an embodiment using two insets opposite each other in one 
heddle eye. The insets would be putting a 'spring' force against each other in this 
embodiment as recited in claim 1 1 . 

Figures 14 and 15 show an embodiment using an inflatable inset that takes the 
shape of the heddle eye clearly showing at least two surfaces with different shapes. 
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They would also inherently damp in different ways as claimed. As heddle eyes are 
shown in various shapes an inflatable inset used in some of the irregular shaped 
heddles shown would necessarily exhibit different forces in different directions 
depending on the heddle eye shape. 

The system described clearly includes a shaft rod as claimed. 

'918 also clearly discloses the fitting of heddles onto the drive surface and then 
inserting the strip shaped inset through the heddle eyes as recited in claim 15. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert H. Muromoto, Jr. whose telephone number is 
571-272-4991 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8-530, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gary Welch can be reached on 571-272-4996. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Bobby Muromoto 
4/19/07 



